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Food safety concerns remain a global challenge with statistics indicating the need for a call to action by all stakeholders. 

Nigeria is reported to contribute about one third of global food illness and death with various reports indicating that there 

is a gap to be filled in the food system of Nigeria if the populace are to have access to safer and more nutritious foods to 

prevent and reduce the burden of food-related illnesses and deaths.  

The need to have such a safer and more nutritious food environment led to the formation of CAFSANI (Consumer Advocacy 

for Food Safety and Nutrition Initiative) in 2017. Over the years, we have engaged in various activities targeted at creating 

a safer food system. In 2020, CAFSANI hosted a webinar on Increasing Number of Eateries and Franchised Fast-Food 

Outlets in Nigeria: Implications for Food Safety Amid the Covid-19 Pandemic” The communique highlighted the challenges 

of the fast-food environment in Nigeria, with emphasis on nutritional, hygiene and safety deficiencies at the outlets. Yet 

these fast food outlets are increasing on daily basis both in the urban and semi-urban centers. It was concluded that there 

is need to re-evaluate the regulatory control system due to the inadequacies of the LGA Health authorities presently 

empowered with such monitoring and quality purposes. Please see the CAFSANI advocacy brief on https://bit.ly/3lcngZX.  

Similarly, we wrote and published on Good Manufacturing Practices, at Industry and other levels of the chain, sequel to 

food safety complaints received from consumers. This advocacy brief is also available on https://bit.ly/3AbJ5k3.  

At the Public Hearing called by the House Committee of Health of the National Assembly in March 2021, CAFSANI also 

made a case against related Bills (Establishment of the Nigerian Food Safety and Hygiene Surveillance Corps and the 

National Food Technology Development Agency), noting that: 

i. Food safety remains a major concern in Nigeria  

ii. Activities of all stakeholders must be harmonized to address and curtail this national challenge at all levels 

through appropriate policy review.  

iii. The Food Safety and Quality Bill will no doubt significantly contribute to enhancing the present regulatory 

framework, with inclusion of proper management of food and feed safety risks, but requires significant 

overhaul in terms of governance.   

There is no doubt that the Bill will serve the interests of consumers who we represent, as well as other stakeholders, 

if the following are considered: 

i. Harmonization of regulatory control activities to reduce multiplicity of taxes on industry and consequent 

burden on the consumer as is emerging as best global practice, e.g. USFDA (USA), MHRA (UK), and BFARM 

(Federal Republic of Germany). 

ii. The possibility of establishing a new Food and Drug Commission will perhaps better serve the interests of 

industry and the consumer than the proposed combination of policy and regulatory activities under the 

governance structure in this Bill. 

iii. Any attempt to duplicate existing regulatory control in the food environment will definitely bring more 

confusion to the existing framework and will have enormous implications for both the industry players and 

the consumer who ultimately bears the consequences.  

This therefore calls for a critical review of the Bill in its existing form to ensure that the policy positions the country better 

for addressing the challenges of food safety and control in our food supply system in line with the ongoing UN Dialogue.  
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